
Class Four Spring Term 2020 

Happy New Year! 

I hope that you all had an enjoyable and restful Christmas and are ready for the 

exciting and busy new year ahead.  

English 

We will begin by reading Malala's Magic Pencil, a beautiful 

picture book written by the inspirational Malala Yousafzai. 

We will be exploring the themes of 'the right to 

education for all' and 'speaking out for what you believe 

in'. The book contains an empowering message which 

will promote global citizenship in our classroom and 

encourage the children to create their own messages of 

inspiration for the world 

We then move on to Macbeth which I am sure they will 

enjoy.     This is our RSC text for this term and we will be 

accessing the live stream later in March. We will be 

looking at the language of Shakespeare, the characters 

and the themes in the play. 

Reading, as always, remains a high priority. Can children 

please continue to read regularly at home and record 

comments in their logs. These comments are important to 

us as they form the basis of our reading discussions. 

Maths    

In maths this term the children will cover the 

following areas; place value, mental and written 

strategies for addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division, measures and data handling, fractions, 

time and shape. The learning this term will build on 

the areas covered in the Autumn term as well as 

introducing new concepts. Year 4 will begin to see the 

relationship between fractions, decimals and 

percentages and will use this knowledge to solve 

problems. Year 5 will expand their multiplication 

knowledge to decimals and fractions. Both year 

groups will learn how to calculate the area and 

perimeter of various shapes. There will be an 

increased emphasis on application of strategies and 

knowledge in order to solve more complex problems. 

Science Year 4 first half term- Animals including 

Humans 

In this topic the children will explore the human body, 

focusing on the teeth and digestive system. We will then 

look at food chains, identifying producers, prey and 

predators. 

 

second half term-  Sound 

The children will explore how vibrations make sounds and 

how these sounds travel as waves through the air to the 

ear. We will investigate the relationship between pitch, 

volume and vibrations and how these can be changed – a 

very noisy topic! 

Science Year 5 

Science during the spring term promises to open a 

world of exciting new discoveries as we explore 

Forces and Magnets. During this topic we will be 

investigating gravity as well as the effects of air 

resistance, water resistance and friction. We will also 

be designing experiments, which explore how 

mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a 

smaller force to have a greater effect. In the second 

half of term we will study the ways we can group or 

classify living things, and how some relate to each 

other. 

In Knowledge and Understanding of the World the Geography topic this term is a comparison study of Wales and 

Italy.                                                                                                                  

The children will use maps and atlases to locate key environmental regions of both Wales and Italy including key 

physical and human features including hills, mountains, coasts, rivers and cities. We will then focus on the Welsh 

peninsula of Snowdonia; the pupils will learn about the land use of the area; economic activity, trade links and the 

distribution of natural resources, and how this has changed over time. We will then compare this to the Italian 

peninsula.   

P.E - Gymnastics – this term the children will explore simple and more complex balances. They will incorporate 

these into a sequence of movements using both the floor and the apparatus. The children will work both 

individually and with partners to create sequences and routines.                                                                                                   

Swimming – Will continue on Thursdays from 9th January. 



Art-  

Sculpture – The children will be 

developing their knowledge of sculpture 

by making 3D masks from card using 

layering techniques.  

Printing – The children will be creating 

their own printing blocks combing both 

embossed and engraving techniques. 

They will use layering and different 

colours, as well as their maths skills to 

create repeating and rotated patterns. 

The patterns will be inspired by our 

work on Islam in RE. 

Design/Technology-  

Rockets! 

This term the children will be designing 

and making their own compressed air 

powered rockets. The children will 

experiment with design, using their 

science knowledge of air resistance, to 

try and create a rocket that will fly the 

furthest.   

 

 

Music-  

Music will continue to be 

taught by Mr Hughes and Mrs 

Dingle. The children will 

continue to play their brass 

instruments as well as 

singing, clapping rhythms and 

reading music.  

           

RE – Islam – Why is Muhammad important to Muslims? Through this topic the children will learn more about 

the religion of Islam. The focus will be on Ramadan and why Muslims fast, as well as The night of Power - 

Muhammad’s journey. 

Kingdom of God - ‘When Jesus left what was the impact of Pentecost?’ Through this topic the children will 

make clear links between the story of the Day of Pentecost and Christian belief about the Kingdom of God on 

Earth. The children will learn that Christians believe Jesus is still alive, and rules in their hearts and lives by the 

Holy Spirit, if they let him. 

French                                  

Madame Hadfield will continue to teach 

her very interactive and action packed 

French lessons to the class every 

Tuesday. 

         Computing 

The computing curriculum has two parts. Computing will be used across 

the curriculum areas to enhance and support learning as well as specific 

skills being taught within discrete lessons. The skills taught this term 

will be focused presenting work using applications such as ‘Keynote’ and 

‘iBooks’.   

Personal, Social and Health Education 

PSHE will continue to be taught by Mrs Danks. The focus this term to begin with will be E-Safety, the children will 

learn how to keep themselves safe online and how to be a positive member of the online community. We will then 

move on to learn about developing a healthy and safe lifestyle in particular reference to drugs and alcohol.                                                                                              

PSHE will also be responsive to the needs of the class and any current topical issues as they arise.  

The spring term promises to be a busy one packed with lots of exciting new learning opportunities as well as 

our much awaited trip to Stanley Head, more information will follow in due course. If you have any 

knowledge or skills in the areas we are studying this term we would love for you to share these with us. 

As always please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have and questions or concerns regarding your child. 

Thank you for your continued support.                                                               

Mrs L Lowndes        

 


