Class Three
Happy New Year!

We hope this overview of the Spring Term 2019 will be useful for you.
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Individual reading will remain a strong focus and we encourage the children to use their logs to record in depth comments about their reading.

Year 3

We will be studying Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. We will use the book to develop our reading and writing skills. In our writing we will be using the voice of Michael (the main character) in the first person, looking at diaries, recalling events and personal descriptions. 

Year 4

Year 4 will continue to read The Hobbit, looking at how a writer uses description and builds tension. We will use the text as a vehicle to develop our writing skills; using alliteration, metaphors and personification. 

	Maths   
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 In maths this term the children will cover the following areas; place value, mental and written strategies for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, measures and data handling, fractions, time and shape. The learning this term will build on the areas covered in the Autumn term as well as introducing new concepts. 
Year 3 will be learning about fractions, linking this to our knowledge of division, as well as adding and finding equivalent fractions. We will be reading scales, using different units of measurement and working with time on analogue and digital clocks.

Year 4 will begin to see the relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages and will use this knowledge to solve problems. We will also be learning how to calculate the area and perimeter of various shapes. There will be an increased emphasis on application of our calculation strategies and knowledge in order to solve more complex problems.

	Science first half term- Animals including Humans – Health and Movement
In this topic the children will learn about how animals, including humans, need nutrition to help them move and grow, and how humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles to help their bodies move.

	Science second half term- Living Things and their Habitats
Through this topic the children will become more familiar with the plants and animals in their local and wider environments. They will learn how to identify British plants and animals, and how to classify them using classification keys. They will also consider why organisms live in different habitats.

	In Knowledge and Understanding of the World - Our Local Area and Our European Neighbours
Through our topic the children will develop their skills as geographers, they will take a closer look at the local area as we explore different features of the local community. The children will use maps to spot how the local area has changed and developed over the years. Through this topic the children will learn the difference between man made and natural geographical features as well as undertaking surveys to find out more about the area. 
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After the half term we will then take a trip across the Channel and discover the continent of Europe, we will explore the different countries and cultures. The children will be encouraged to compare and contrast the different countries we learn about.


	P.E – This term in P.E our focus will be gymnastics - the children will be exploring different ways of travelling both on the floor and on the equipment. They will work independently and with partners to create a sequence of movements at a variety of level. 
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Swimming – This term the children will continue to go swimming at Jubilee 2, the children will be; learning to swim, developing their knowledge of water safety, perfecting their strokes, building up stamina, learning life saving skills and working towards different awards.

	Art- Vincent van Gogh

The children will discover the techniques Van Gogh used in his paintings. The children will explore his works in more detail and have a go at creating some art of their own! 
Famous Buildings – as we move across the Channel into Europe we will be looking at many famous buildings and exploring how architectural styles change. The children will recreate some of these famous building using a variety of media and techniques.
	Design/Technology – Pencil Cases

Through this topic the children will be making their very own pencil cases! They will think about different materials used to make pencil cases and the different ways they are opened and closed. They will learn how to use a variety of stitches including running stitch and back stitch, as well as how to decorate their pencil case creations!
	Music- 
 The children will continue with their exciting and varied music curriculum with Mr Hughes this term. 
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	RE – Our two topics this term are:
Religious Leaders: Why do some people inspire others to follow them? The children will learn about current world leaders and well as significant religious leaders. They will discuss the qualities needed to be a leader and the impact of following a leader on the beliefs and actions of followers. 
Easter: Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday?’ The children will learn about the three important days in Holy week; Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. We will be looking at how these events made Jesus’s friends and followers feel and the impact on believers today. They will learn about how the church celebrates these three events and why.
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Madame Hadfield will continue to teach her very interactive and action packed French lessons to the class every Tuesday.
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         Computing
Computing will be taught both explicitly and across the curriculum. This term the children will use iPads to research different countries in Europe and use a variety of applications to present their work.  We will also learn how to present out work by creating an iBook.  

	Personal, Social and Health Education 
This term we will be focusing on developing a healthy lifestyle – looking closely at E-safety, why places are dangerous and how to make safe choices. PSHE will also be responsive to the development and needs of the children in Class Three as well as current topical issues. Mr Smith will be managing and delivering this area of the curriculum. If you have any thoughts, questions or ideas you would like to contribute to the programme please ask.


	The spring term promises to be a busy one packed with lots of exciting new learning opportunities as well as our class production. If you have any knowledge or skills in the areas we are studying this term we would love for you to share these with us.

As always please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have and questions, concerns or ideas. Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs L Lowndes        


